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Hallelujah! 
Christ Arose! | 


“But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept ... Therefore, my be- 
loved bretliren, be ye stedfast, un- 
movable, always abounding in the . 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain 


in the Lord.” 
—I Cor. 15:20,58. 
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EDITORIAL 


Gop’s Son Not Merely A Son 
Of God (Mark 15:39) 


Lohmeyer Vs. The RSV 


Attention has been called to the erroneous transla- 
tion in the RSV of Matthew 27.54. The parallel 
passage in Mark is likewise rendered in the RSV in 
a minimistic manner: “Truly this man was a son of 
God.” Now the case for such a weak rendering may 
seem a bit stronger in Mark than in Matthew, as 
Mark does not have the phrase specifically repeated 
in the mockery as Matthew 27 does in verses 40 and 
43. But the general statements of mockery in Mark 
15.29-32 entirely fit the more detailed statements in 
Matthew; and the High Priest's question and Jesus’ 
affirmation in Mark 14.61-64, with the cry blas- 
phemy, lead to the supposition that He would be 
mocked by obdurate men as the Son of God .. . and 
in some way vindicated. 


Professor Ernst Lohmeyer has written the latest 
commentary on Mark in the Meyer's Series. In his 
introduction to Das Evangelium des Markus, Goet- 
tingen, 1951, this commentator points out that the 
title, the Son of God, is Mark's term to describe Christ 
in His glory and Divine nature. Commenting on 
Mark 15.38, Lohmeyer suggests that the rending of 
the veil portended the destruction of the Temple and 
the rejection of the Jews; while the confession of the 
centurion prophecied the reception of the Gentiles. 
His further comment on Mark 15.39 runs thus: “It 
had a peculiar and probably intended double mean- 
ing: God's Son is to the Gentile any extraordinary 
human being, from a philosopher to a Caesar; but it 
is for Mark at the same time the epitome of all di- 
vine dignity and nature, which He (Christ) and He 
alone bears. The Word (the Son of God) appears 
at the beginning of the Gospel. It is heard from the 
mouth of God and from His demonic adversaries, but 
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it resounds as a human confession only from this 
Gentile centurion at the foot of the Cross: it sur- 
passes the confession of Peter (as given in Mark), 
and affirms what appeared to the High Priest as blas- 
phemy. So the Gentile becomes the true witness of 
the death of Jesus, the only voice, among those gath- 
ered under the Cross, that is not loud with scorn and 
mockery.” Thus Mark, the Gospel for the Romans, 
reaches its climax in the testimony of a Roman cen- 
turion—the presiding officer at the crucifixion. 


—W.C. R. 


By Our Fruits 


The proof of the effectiveness of Christian pro- 
fession may be found in a measure in church on 
Sunday morning, but it is confirmed—or disproved 
—the next six days of the week. 


Every Christian should try to be a good ‘‘Church- 
man” in that he or she is concerned for the welfare 
and the program of the Church and active in carry- 
ing out the work of the Church in its many aspects. 


But, one may be an active “Churchman” and 
still be a mighty poor Christian, for Christianity is 
something which should enter into every phase of 
our daily lives. It is the something by which deci- 
sions are made, decisions which show the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. 


If one is a true Christian he or she is a new crea- 
ture in Jesus Christ. This does not mean that the 
old nature with its deeds is not constantly striving 
against the new, but it does mean that the Christian 
has a source of help, strength and wisdom which is 
not his own, it is supernatural, the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, and it is the Spirit which makes the differ- 
ence. 


Paul tells us that the fruit of the Spirit—exhibit- 
ed in the lives of believers—is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance. 
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Is one of the characteristics of our lives love? 
Only by the Holy Spirit’s help can we love others 
as God would have us love them. Are we joyful 
Christians? Unfortunately, so many of us seem sad 
and depressed, there is no radiance on our faces, no 
evidence in our behavior that we have the most 
wonderful thing for time and eternity, nothing to 
show that because we know and love the Lord all 
things are working together for our good. 


Does peace characterize our daily living, peace 
with God, His peace in our hearts, peace with our 
fellowmen? Are we longsuffering, willing to take 
a slight, willing to be misunderstood, willing to ac- 
cept things we feel we do not deserve? 


Are we gentle in our dealings with others? How 
often one’s Christian testimony is destroyed by a 
lack of gentleness and consideration for the feelings 
of others! Is goodness a word which may be applied 
to our way of life? Do people see in us those virtues 
of honesty, humility, straightforwardness and right 
living which would make them say, “He is a good 
man—she is a good woman ?”’ 


Does faith characterize our outlook on life, faith 
in God, in His Son, in His Word? Faith that He 
is able to fulfil that which He has promised? Faith 
to believe that regardless of how dark the present 
outlook, He is behind the shadows and that He 
keeps constant watch over His own? Are you will- 
ing to live by faith and not by sight. 


Do others find us meek or do they see us aggres- 
sive, self-assertive and anxious to be in the center 
of praise and in the spotlight of publicity? We are 
told that the meek will inherit the earth. Do you 
believe it? 


Are we temperate in our lives? One can be a tee- 
totaler but very intemperate, for while one may 
flee from alcohol he can kill himself eating. Tem- 
perance is a way of living, having to do with the 
things we eat and drink, with the words we speak 
or refrain from speaking, with our games and exer- 
cises, yes, even with our activities within the Church. 
We may be so intemperate in being active that we 
forget to be quiet with the Lord and His Word, 
thereby letting Him refill and refit us for service. 


Let us stop and examine our own hearts and lives 
in the light of these attributes of the indwelling 
Spirit. Are these fruits showing forth in our daily 
living? If so let us stay close to Him and continue 
to grow in grace. But, if we see—as we must—the 
shortcomings in our own lives, let us confess our 
sins, turn from them through faith in our Lord 


Jesus Christ and let us receive the Holy Spirit in 
His fulness into our hearts and lives. 


Then, and only then, people will see the fruits 
of the Spirit in our daily contacts with them. 


—L. N. B. 


The Church’s Impact 
On American Life 


Elsewhere in this issue we are reprinting an 
editorial taken from The Church Herald—a com- 
ment on the book, Crowd Culture, by Dr. Bernard 
Iddings Bell, well known Episcopal clergyman and 
writer of Chicago. We commend this to the careful 
attention of our readers. See below. —H.B.D. 


THE CHURCH’S IMPACT 
ON AMERICAN LIFE 
The 87,000,000 Americans who are associated 


with some religious body make no real religious im- 
pact on American life, says Dr. Bernard I. Bell, 
in his recent book, Crowd Culture. Ecclesiastics 
may think so, he says, but “certainly no competent 
sociologist or political scientist, no scholarly observ- 
er of our country who is not himself a professionally 
ecclesiastical person, says or thinks that the Church 
has much to do with the complexion of the con- 
temporary American picture. Instead, their usual 
conclusion is that most Americans regard the Church 
as ‘‘promoter of a respectable minor art, charming 
if it happens to appeal to you, its only moral func- 
tion to bless whatever the multitude at the moment 
regards as the American way of life.” 


This is a strong indictment, but it cannot be 
quickly dismissed. What real effect is the Christian 
faith having on American life? What changes for 
moral and spiritual uplift is it bringing about in our 
society ? Do Christian people really work together 
to clean up politics, and to keep it clean? Is the 
Church filled with people who have a mighty desire 
to bring righteousness and godliness into every area 
of life? The Church cannot save our society from 
catastrophe, says Dr. Bell, as long as it remains 
“an uncommitted host of politely respectable people, 
willing to be led by professional ecclesiastics whose 
methods of promotion and administration are just 
about as worldly as those of the sick society they 
say they wish to reform but which, as a matter of 
fact, deforms them almost as easily as it deforms 
everybody else.” 
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One reason for its failure to make an impact on 
our society, says Dr. Bell, is that it has “become to 
most of its adherents a substitute for God.” Too 
much it tends to “exalt, admire and enrich itself.” 
A look around on American life, we believe, will 
show that churches often tend to become an end in 
themselves. Missionary enthusiasm may be gained 
in the new evangelical mission boards, but the larger 
denominations are not increasing their missionary 
personnel. Today’s emphasis is upon the ecumenical 
organization, not the Gospel proclamation. There 
was a day when the Church, not looking for power, 
had power. Today, the Church, looking for power 
in itself and for itself, sadly lacks it. But power 
comes only when the Church glorifies not itself, 
but its Lord. 


If the Church is to make an impact on American 
life today, says Dr. Bell, it must believe and de- 
clare a sound and unambiguous set of theological 
convictions about God and man, instead of the 
present babble of theological contradictions. The 
average man in the pew, he says, is often confused 
by the fact that two very different theologies are 
being commended to him. He does not quite realize 
this great division in Christianity, and that it crosses 
many denominational lines. One theology he de- 
scribes as liberalism, which may sometimes recite 
the older creeds, but which if it does, puts them into 
“meanings radically different from those which 
these creeds and forms of worship have carried for 
nearly two thousand years.” The other is the Chris- 
tianity of the centuries, the historic Christianity 
which believes the doctrines of the Bible, and what 
it declares about man’s sin and redemption through 
grace. It is impossible, he says, to maintain that 
these two are varieties of the same religion. They 
are incompatible, and if one of them is true, the 
other is not. This liberalism, he says, has confused 
the people, making it hard for John Doe to get at 
what Christianity really teaches. As long as the 
Church is itself thus theologically divided, says Dr. 
Bell, it will not be able to help a confused and trou- 


bled world. 


We need sound theology, the theology of the 
Bible. And we need to add to such theology the 
true adoration and worship of God. Of formal wor- 
ship, and of social clubs in our churches, there is 
more than enough. What is needed is a Church that 
shall love God with all its heart and soul and mind 
and strength. That can happen only through the 
indwelling and infilling of the Holy Spirit. The 
Church will be able to help our civilization and 
preserve it only when it is itself a salt that has not 
lost its flavor. Is your local church that kind of a 
church? —THE CHURCH HERALD. 


A leather-bound copy of THE TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN without cost. See 
ANGLERS on Page 6. 
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What? Another Financial 
CampaignP 
By Emmett B. McGukin* 


Many have asked that question since the Charles- 
ton General Assembly named the year 1953 as the 
time for the Church to raise at least $2,000,000 
for Negro Work. It is a good idea. It means that 
Stillman College will be greatly strengthened ; that 
leaders of the Negro race will be trained; that new 
churches will be built for the Negro. 


But this calls for a new campaign for funds! We 
have scarcely recovered from our efforts in the 
Program of Progress. The Every Member Canvass 
is upon us and there will be another in November. 
Moreover it seems that every agency in the Assem- 
bly has asked for the “‘left-overs” in the budget this 
year. The local building program is making an in- 
sistent demand upon the giving of our people. Some 
person ought to give some reasons for this new 
campaign, and they had better be good. Well here 
goes for some reasons, seven of them in fact, seven 
imperatives. 


l. There is a growing public sentiment that 
favors the Negro. We have a new attitude in the 
South. We have taken a second look at the so-called 
Negro problem. The result has been that even the 
most skeptical radical and the most unreconstructed 
reactionary have come to the conclusion that what 
looked like a problem twenty years ago is an oppor- 
tunity today. Much is said about human rights. 
Education is looked upon as an essential and not a 
detriment to the Negro. He is given a living wage 
and a better place to live. It is the psychological 
time for the Church to take advantage of such a 
congenial climate and do something dramatic for 
the Negro. 


2. There is the insistent demand of an awakened 
conscience in the Church. The Negro has been on 
the hearts of good men in the church for genera- 
tions. Today he is on the conscience. In church 
courts, in church pews, and in the pulpit there is 
a Spirit that is moving and there is a Voice that is 
demanding action. We dare not pass over the chance 
to give this conscience expression and follow the 
leading of the Spirit. 


3. The obligation of a personal debt on the part 
of most of us cannot be escaped. Presbyterians are 
in debt to the Negro. He has been our servant. To 
him and his family we have entrusted our dearest 
possessions as well as our most menial tasks. He has 
discharged his responsibility in both equally well. 
At the same time, we have left him to get his edu- 
cation and his religion where he can find it. We 
have spent little time, less prayer, and even less 
money on his spiritual welfare. This is the time for 
Presbyterians to speak out and let the Negro know 
where we stand. 


*Dr. McGukin is pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Lynchburg, Va. 
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+. The haunting fact of past failures is enough 
to shame us. The history of the Church and its 
Negro work is not impressive. From 1865 to the 
present there are only a few places where a devout 
Presbyterian could stand up and cheer about Negro 
work. For the most part there has been an endless 
record of false starts. But we cannot afford to con- 
tinue this record of failures. Somewhere we need 
to make a stand and win a substantial victory. Now 
i; the most impressive time. 


5. The lure of unprecedented opportunity is some- 
thing that we cannot deny. It is difterent from the 
other opportunities that we have known. In the 
past twenty years there has grown up in our midst 
a class of Negro people who are intelligent, edu- 
cated and progressive. They are the potential lead- 
ers of their race. They are not satished with their 
churches, They want what we as a church can give 
them in evangelism, church life, education and social 
outlook. This is made to order for Presbyterians 
who like to boast about their emphasis on educa- 
tion, their appeal to reason and judgment, and their 
love of orderliness and sanity in all things. If we 
neglect this chance to educate and evangelize, then 
we might as well cease our boasting. 


6. There is the pressing problem of our world 
situation which is the subject of common conversa- 
tion from the street corner to the White House. 
This is open season for foreign policy talk. We have 
been thrust out of our provincialism into the place 
of world leadership and we are finding ourselves 
inadequate. But this much is true. Amidst all the 
forces that are on the march in our world today, 
the colored people, outnumbering the white by 
far, are asking for a new day and they will have it. 
Around the world we are being criticized because 
we do not practice in our own land what we preach 
to others. Our world witness is affected by our wit- 
ness at home. We cannot impress the races of men 
in ancient lands if we neglect men of different color 
here in our own country. 


7. The imperative of the great commission is al- 
ways with us. “Go ye” is the command that still 
stands. This cause is closer to the heart of our 
blessed Lord. He gave His life a ransom for many, 
regardless of color or tongue or social position. The 
minister who boldly pleads for help in order that 
men and women in the Congo might be saved has 
the same compelling commission with regard to the 
Negro who is his neighbor. The great commission 
of our Lord becomes effective at the front door of 
the church. It applies to second-rate housing areas, 
slum sections, and communities of segregation all 
across the South. This campaign has its chief reason 
for being in the heart of our Saviour. It is His 
will that we evangelize and teach and preach with 
our message beamed toward the Negro. 


What... another financial campaign? .. . Yes, 
indeed. And this one will make better people, better 
Presbyterians, better Christians of all of us. What’s 
more, we'll be glad we had a part im such a noble 
enterprise. 
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“Calvin Said ... ” 
(On The Relative Merits 


Of Wealth Or Poverty) 


“(In this passage) the rich are deprived of all 
excuse, if they are so rooted in the earth, that they 
do not attend the call of God. Two extremes how- 
ever, are here to be guarded against. Many place 
angelical perfection in poverty; as if it were im- 
possible to cultivate piety and to serve God, unless 
riches are cast away. Few indeed imitate Crates 
the Theban, who cast his treasures into the sea, be- 
cause he did not think that he could be saved unless 
they were lost. Yet many fanatics repel rich men 
from the hope of salvation; as if poverty were the 
only gate of heaven. Whereas poverty, sometimes, 
involves men in greater temptations than riches. 
But Augustine wisely teaches us that the rich and 
poor are collected together in the same inheritance 
of life; because poor Lazarus was received into the 
bosom of rich Abraham.’’* 


Calvin took a very realistic attitude towards the 
good things he believed God had placed in the 
world for man to enjoy. And he widened the usual 
interpretation placed upon the word of Christ that 
. man looketh upon the outward appearance, 
but God looketh upon the heart.’ Calvin believed 
that anything can become an evil if it is abused 
and, in the same way, almost anything can become 
a good if it is used for the Glory of God. He did 
not prefer the rich to the poor, nor was he himself 
a lover of riches: he remained incredibly poor 
throughout his life and several times rejected gifts 
of money because the severe standards by which he 
judged himself would not permit him to accept 
them. And he fully realized the dangers inherent in 
the possession of this world’s goods, for he went 
on to say (above) “ .. . that we must beware 
of the opposite evil; lest riches should cast a stum- 
bling-block in our way, or should so burden us, 
that we should the less readily advance towards the 
kingdom of heaven.” The point is that so far as 
Calvin was concerned, austerity, or “asceticism” did 
not in itself constitute reason for laying special 
claim to the mercy or the goodness of God. The 
poor man is not the more beloved of the Lord, 
simply because he is poor and for no other reason. 


*From the Commentary on Genesis 13:2. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 2—Ways And Means 


A fisherman must have tackle. When I was a 
cotton buyer in Alabama | visited a man who had 
a one-thousand-acre farm and had accumulated 300 
bales of cotton. | was a welcome guest at his home, 
and after three days succeeded in buying his crop. 
Knowing he had a mill pond | had brought my 
fishing tackle along, and one afternoon was re- 
warded by a string of beautiful bass. My host and 
the natives were amazed by the way the fish struck 
at my lures, not too skilfully cast. Their fishing had 
been confined to “suckers” —sluggish, bony fish that 
nibbled at set hooks baited with wads of cotton 
soaked in mush. That night my host got out a mail 
order catalog and ordered $45.00 worth of fishing 
tackle as near like mine as the pictures would in- 
dicate. An inspired fisherman will spare neither 
pains, time nor money in providing himself with 
tackle. 


The tackle for fishers of men consists of two first 
and most necessary of all items: the Holy Spirit 
and the Word of God. (Apologizing for calling 
these ‘items’ —but it is done with all reverence). 
They are both right at hand and easily available. 
(No mail-order catalog and slow mail delivery 
here). The importance of these two cannot be over- 
estimated. You cannot convict, convert nor re- 
generate a soul. The Holy Spirit can and will, if 
you will allow Him to operate through you. (Rath- 
er, let you be His tackle). He not only gave us the 
Word, but He also interprets the Word. (II Tim. 
3:16). 


The Holy Spirit is as necessary in soul winning 
as the tiller is to a ship at sea, or better say, the 
Pilot. Each step in the effort must be guided by 
Him. There is no rule of procedure to follow, be- 
cause every case is different in some degree. No 
two people are exactly alike. Indeed no person is 
exactly the same today as he was yesterday. The 
soul winner is in constant need of fresh instructions. 
Only the Holy Spirit, Who is cognizant of every 
phase of the circumstances and every minute change 
in your prospect, can make the way clear. So keep 
in communication momentarily with Him, some- 
what like the scouting sergeant with his “walky- 
talky”’ keeps contact with the commanding officer 
in the rear. It requires less than a second to ask 
Him ‘What must I do now?” even in the presence 
of your prospect. 


We will take up in Lesson No. 3 the other main 
item of “‘tackle’’—the Word. 


Meantime, remember, this column wants a 100- 
word (or less) account of your experience in “fish- 
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ing for souls.”” Your name will not appear if you 
prefer it so.—See below. 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 
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e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited. In Liberal Arts Tradition 
© Military Training for Reserve Commissions 
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Clinton, 8. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 
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Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 
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You CAN HELP 
Ju Areas of Distress 


EUROPE 
KOREA 
PALESTINE 


Send Material and Spiritual 
Help Where It’s Most Needed 


By Giving te 
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Human Misery Challenges Christians to FOR 
Share in the Name of Christ 


OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTER-CHURCH AID 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS * BOX 330 e NASHVILLE, TENN. 


/ 


Fully accredited Liberal Arts College for women. 
Ideally located in Mississippi's historic and pro- 
gressive capital city, an educational and cultural 
center. Year-round sports, including equitation, 
boating, swimming, tennis and golf. Combines 
highest academic standards with emphasis upon 
vocational training in Teaching, Business, Religious 
Education, Recreational Leadership, Homemaking, 
Music, Art and Speech. Total cost for session: 
$800.00. 


Dr. G. T. Gillespie, President Jackson, Mississippi 


Write for Catalog TODAY 


‘Four-year Liberal arts, sciences, business education. Four Types of Scholarships: 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ‘ Coeducational ‘ Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 


(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Summer session. Catalogue and illus- 


trated booklet. Boaru, room, and tuition $730. 
R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box J, BRISTOL, TENN. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Anti-Diluvians 


(This is the eighth in a series of articles by J. V. 
N. Talmage, B.E.) 


The Mistakes And Failures 
Of The Geologists 


We hear about mistakes in the Bible from certain 
sophisticated religious leaders but we never hear 
from them about the mistakes in geology for which 
they abandon the Bible. Since the dating of the pre- 
historic finds is primarily a geological problem, we 
ought to know when the geologists are telling us 
facts, and when they are merely guessing. By far 
the most important fact about geology that every 
Bible student should know is that the geologists, in 
spite of the efforts of the best minds in many coun- 
tries, working for over a century, have failed com- 
pletely to find the cause of the “‘ice-ages.” ‘Theory 
after theory has been proposed, but none widely ac- 
cepted. Not only prehistoric dating, but many sub- 
sidiary theories depend on the right answer to the 
ice-age problem, so we can know there is no certain- 
ty in any of the dating systems now used. 


First, | will give some of the present assump- 
tions upon which geologists base their thinking. 

1. That extended glaciation was due to a cooling 
of the earth (wrong). 

2. That the changes in temperature of the earth 
was a very, very, very slow process (wrong). 


3. That “‘ice-ages” have occurred at greatly sepa- 
rated intervals in the history of the earth (wrong). 


4+. That the cooling of the various regions was 
contemporaneous throughout the earth (wrong). 


5. That there were four cycles or glaciations in 
the Pleistocene Age (wrong). 


6. That the absorption of sea-water to form ice- 
caps caused the sea-level to drop (wrong). 


7. That the drop of sea-level was contempora- 
neous and uniform throughout the world (wrong). 


8. That mountains rose very, very, very slowly 
(wrong). 

9. That the desert rainfall varied according to 
the advance of the ice (wrong). 


10. That stadia were little more than halts in the 
retreat of the ice (wrong). 


11. That we are still living in the last ice-age 
(wrong). 


12. That sea-level changes during stadia were 
minor (wrong). 


13. ‘That the Biblical account of the Flood is 
absurd scientifically (wrong). 
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Second. Below are some things the geologists 
admit they do not know. 


(A) The cause of the ‘“‘Ice-ages.’’ 
(B) The cause of the mountains rising. 


(C) The cause of the smaller stadia. 


Why have they failed? They have despised the 
data from God’s Word and arranged the formations 
according to a philosophy which has for its pri- 
mary purpose the development of the world without 
God. 


Yes. I know what the religious leaders are going 
to say. “All you have done is to tear geology to 
pieces, so far giving nothing constructive.” They 
are exactly right, I deserve the criticism, for that 
is just what I say about their treatment of the Bible. 
There is one difference however—I am not going 
to tell you each one of those false theories has a 
‘spiritual meaning,” I am going to throw them into 
the junk-pile as useless, and get something that is 
true.” 


BOOKLETS BY P. B. HILL 
Now Enjoying A NEW POPULARITY 
One of the Most Helpful Series of Christian 
Booklets Ever Published! These pamphlets 
have run into many printings, some of them 


over 100,000 copies. Yet the price is amaz- 
ingly low for these highly valuable booklets. 


“What Presbyterians Believe” l5c 
“Preparation For Church 

“The Meaning Of Death” 12'%c 
25c 
Four For 25c 
“What Have You Done?” 
“Tf You Believe” ss 5c - Fifty For $2.00 

Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville, N. C. 


All Orders Filled Postpaid Anywhere In The 
World Where U. S. Mail Is Accepted 
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BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 


By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 


The article published under the above caption 
in The Journal is available in booklet form 
postpaid at the following prices: 10c per single 
copy; $1.00 per dozen copies; $5.00 per hun- 
dred copies, or $35.00 per thousand copies. All 
prices quoted are postpaid. Let us have your 
order at once as our supply is limited. 
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Communism And World Missions 
By Rev. M. A. Hopkins, Th.M., D.D. 


Ever since the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war 
in 1937 I have realized more and more that foreign 
missions is a great and fierce warfare with the 
powers and principalities of evil, the world rulers 
of this darkness. It is not the simple, sweet, ro- 
mantic thing that some were prone to think it was. 
It is not a mere sharing of our culture and civiliza- 
tion with others; nor an invitation to non-Christian 
peoples to join with us in our mutual quest for 
God; nor a friendly gesture to less privileged peo- 
ples; nor a justification of western civilization as 
some have styled foreign missions, It is the front 
battle line of the Church Militant in an age-long 
spiritual conflict. It is carrying the attack right into 
the enemy’s camp. It is attacking Satan in his own 
headquarters. It is dynamiting Satan’s strongholds. 
We should not be surprised if he strikes back. 


This war has been waged throughout the cen- 
turies, and now seems to be entering its final phase, 
which Bishop S. J. Andrews aptly called: “Crris- 
TIANITY AND ANTI-CHRISTIANITY IN THEIR 
FINAL Conrticr.” Ever since the First World 
War in 1914 events have been moving toward 
this great final crisis. How much longer it will 
take before the end is reached no one dares to say. 
But events can happen with startling rapidity as 
they did just before the outbreak of World War 
Il and since its end in 1945. 


‘The Chinese strategy for certain victory reads: 
“Know yourself, know your enemy, and every bat- 
tle will end in victory.” This is true of all warfare, 
whether on the personal spiritual level, or on an 
international, global scale. It is particularly perti- 
nent to war with Communism. Over-estimation of 
self and under-estimation of the enemy could easily 
result in great defeat and world-wide disaster. It 
has taken us some thirty years to wake up to what 
Communism really is, and some are still unaware 
of the gravity of the situation that confronts us. 


There is no use in vilifying Communism and 
calling it all the bad names it so well deserves. 
Not even the Archangel Michael brought a railing 
accusation against the devil when he contended 
with him over the body of Moses. He had due 
respect for his enemy, and only said: “The Lord 
rebuke thee.’”’ What is needed is a calm, thoughtful 
analysis of what confronts us on an ever-widening 
battle line at home and abroad. We need to ap- 
praise Communism and understand it. WAKE Up 
TO THE DANGER OR Be Biown UP By It! Amer- 
ica has been asleep long enough, lulled by the wily 
diplomats of Moscow, and the secret agents of the 
Kremlin at home in our midst. Let us wake up to 
the following facts before it is too late: 
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I. COoMMUNISM’S SUPREME AIM: 


Worep REVOLUTION. 


Communism has always had as its one, persistent 
consistent aim Wortp REvoLuTIon. Let us make 
no mistake about that. One hundred years ago Karl 
Marx issued his “Communist Manifesto,” in which 
he set forth the pattern that Communism has un- 
deviatingly followed ever since. Ever since that day 
every successive leader of Communism has empha- 
sized Wor_p REVOLUTION—Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
Stalin, Mao Tse-tung, and their satellites have 
never deviated a hair’s breadth from this consistent 
party line. 


For nearly two thousand years Christianity has 
had as its one Divine CoMMIssION Wortp EVAN- 
GELIZATION : “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature, and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you, and lo, I am with you all the 
days even unto the consummation of the age.” 


So also Communism in effect says to its follow- 
ers: Go ye into all the world and preach Commun- 
ism to every creature, and make comrades, pinks, 
and fellow-travelers of all nations; undermining 
all governments by subtle infiltration, espionage, and 
lying propaganda in the name of Marx, Lenin, and 
Stalin; indoctrinating them in the party principles 
of militant atheism, class hatred and strife, menda- 
city, lying propaganda, false accusations, inhuman 
tortures, political assassinations, mass murders, and 
forced slavery worse than death; and your reward 
will be not “pie in the sky,” but life in the workers’ 
paradise to be set up on earth by the Communist 
Trio and their successors. 


Here they are: EvANGELIZATION and 
Wor.tp REVOLUTION, two diametrically opposite 
forces, in head-on collision, locked in mortal com- 
bat, in a life-and-death struggle such as this world 
has never seen before. Such in brief is the world 
situation today. There have been, are, and will be 
defeats and victories on both sides, but we know 
that the final triumph belongs to our Lord Jesus 
Christ and those on His side who are fighting for 
truth and righteousness. He says to us: “Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.” And we answer: 
“Thanks be unto God who always leads us in 
triumph in Christ, and makes manifest through us 
the savor of the knowledge of Him in every place.” 
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II. Com™muntisM’s Basic PRINCIPLE: 
ATHEISM. 


Communism is not only agnostic, anti-religious, 
and atheistic, but it is violent, aggressive, militant 
atheism of the most fanatic type this world has 
ever known. It denounces, denies, and defies God, 
and seeks to banish Him from the minds of men 
and from His own universe. It has been so from its 
beginning, and has never changed, unless for politic 
reasons it finds it expedient to soft-pedal its anti- 
God harangues, and its blatant blasphemies against 


the Most High. 


“Religion is the opiate of the people,’ wrote 
Lenin in his book “Religion” published shortly be- 
fore his death in 1924. By this he meant that re- 
ligion is used as an anaesthetic to lull the masses 
into insensibility while they are being exploited by 
the capitalists. For thirty years I have heard that 
slogan in China, not only among the intellectual 
classes, but in the country villages where I went 
to preach. 


At about the same time Zinovieff, an early Com- 
munist leader, expressed the exact thought of the 
Russian revolution: ““‘We will grapple with the 
Lord God in due season; we shall vanquish him 
in his highest heaven, and wherever he seeks refuge, 
and we shall subdue him forever.” 


Also at that time, “Izvestia,” a Russian news- 
paper, carried a blasphemous cartoon on its cover, 
showing a workman ascending a ladder, at the bot- 
tom of which stood school houses, churches, and 
government buildings had been wrecked and were 
lying in chaos, and at the top of which there was a 
crude, grotesque caricature misrepresenting the 
Holy Trinity. The workman’s body was bare to 
the waist, and in his uplifted right hand he carried 
a huge sledge-hammer. Underneath was the legend: 
“We have overturned all authority on earth, and 
now we will overturn the throne of God in heaven.”’ 


In the “Saturday Evening Post” for June 7th, 
1952, there appeared an article entitled “Red 
China’s War Against God,” written by Peggy 
Durdin, the daughter of a Presbyterian missionary 
to China. The article reminds us that while a few 
years ago there were between seven and ten .thou- 
sand missionaries of every nationality in China, 
if the present rate of departure continues, not one 
will be left by the end of 1952, except those in 
Communist jails. And the end of 1952 saw this 
estimate confirmed. How different things are today 
than in the famous Boxer Uprising in 1900, when 
the United States demanded and received indemnity 
for the missionaries slain by the Boxers! But this 
indemnity was used to educate able young Chinese 
in this country, and won for America the approval 
and good will of the Chinese people. But all this 
is being undone by the Communist masters of China. 
The very minds of millions of Chinese, our com- 
rades-in-arms and potential friends, are being so 
deceived and rebuilt that there will soon be among 
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these 500,000,000 people, a deep hatred for every- 
thing pertaining to America and Christianity! This 
is the inevitable result of the socalled ‘‘Brain-wash- 
ing” process by means of forced confessions of 
crimes never committed. Yet the Church seems 
hardly aware of the fearful significance of all this! 
Wake up or be blown up, Christians of America!! 


Ill. ComMMUNISM’'sS INEVITABLE CORROLLARY: 
DEIFICATION OF MAN. 


Not only does Communism defy and deny the 
only living and true God, but it also takes the 
next inevitable step: it deifies man. All history 
shows the tendency of arrogant dictators, drunken 
with self-confidence and victory, to claim to be 
gods and to defy the true God. This was so in the 
case of Nebuchadnezzer, the Pharoahs of Egypt, 
Alexander the Great, Antiochus Epiphanes, Herod 
the Great, Herod Agrippa I, in Acts 12:20-23, the 
Roman Emperors, Hitler, Mussolini, and now 
Stalin. Let us see how the Communists do this: 


1. The deification of Lenin. 


When Lenin, the leader of the Russian revolu- 
tion, died in 1924, his body was embalmed and 
placed in a glass coffin, and a magnificent mauso- 
leum was erected for it in the Red Square in Mos- 
cow. A corps of expert chemists were kept employed 
to work on the body by night to preserve it from 
decay, that by day the deluded people might file 
by to worship the embalmed corpse of Lenin the 
immortal! Lenin is Communism’s dead god. 


“Time” for Feb. 2, 1953 reviewed “My Uncle 
Joseph Stalin” by Budu Svanidze, in which we are 
told that when the mummy of Lenin began to rapid- 
ly deteriorate at the beginning of World War II, 
Stalin was afraid the people would take it as a bad 
omen. So he had a perfect likeness made and Lenin’s 
real body was cremated and the ashes put in the 
Volga near his birthplace. ‘To cremate a mummy 
was nothing to one whose hands were red with the 
blood of millions! 


2. The deification of Stalin. 


But Stalin is also being deified so as to become 
Communism’s living god. Enough information 
trickles through Russia’s iron curtain to show the 
awful mastery of that great nation by the deceiver 
of nations himself, and how great areas of our 
world are fast preparing for the coming of Anti- 
christ. One of the most amazing of these trickles 
is a poem entitled “Stalin” by Rakmet Seyidov, 
which was published in “Turkmenskaya Iskra”’ in 
Sept. 23, 1951. The editor of the “Baltic Re- 
view” furnished the following English translation 
to “The Life of Faith”: 

STALIN 
“Sight for eyes, word for lips—thy name is Stalin. 
Will for hearts, strength for hands—thy name is 
Stalin. 


Road to new days, beacon for centuries—-thy name 
is Stalin. 
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Thou, mighty Stalin, commanded the whole earth 
to bloom the year ‘round, 

Thou, mighty Stalin, commanded the erection of 
palaces higher than mountains. 

We will mention thy name and torrents of living 
waters will rush into the sands. 

We will mention thy name and rustling orchards 
will bloom in the black steppes. 

We will mention thy name and thy sons and 
daughters will toil successfully. 

We will mention thy name and millions of strong 
men will begin to create. 

Thy name sounds like a thunder-storm over the 
enemies’ heads. 

Thy name inspires thy people to great endeavors. 

Ancient mountains bow their heads before thee. 

‘Thy name means peace and calm to our native land. 

In the light of dawn eagles carry thy name to the 
sun, 

Young women, whispering thy mame, weave mar- 
velous rugs with Stalin thy name. 

‘Father’ my people call thee. 

In millions of hearts the people glorify thee. 

Qur wise father! My native land blossoms in thy 
glory. 

It is free and strong by thy will, by thy strength. 

Thy glory, father, lights us with pride. 

Thy word, father, fills us with wisdom. 

Know our father: loyal to you all our people will 
give their blood and life in the struggle for our 
mother land. 

Sagbol, the Turkmenian people send thee their 
hearty greetings! 

Live eternally in our love, our tather, from gene- 
ration to generation.” 


At the end of February 1953 a radio broadcast 
said that a colossal statue 100 feet high had been 
erected to Stalin in the Red Square of Moscow. 
This cannot but call to mind the statue of gold 
that Nebuchadnezzer had erected to himself on the 
plain of Dura in 600 B. C. It too was 60 cubits, or 
about 100 feet high. History repeats itself and is 
running true to type. 


Yes, Communism’s dead god is Lenin, Commun- 
ism’s living god is Stalin, but he is getting old and 
will soon go the way of all the earth. Who will be 
next? (Stalin died shortly after this was written. 


Ed.) 


IV. ComMMUNISM’s U NCOMPROMISING 
FANATICISM: Devotion To THe Party. 

The fanaticism of the Communists is more in- 
tense than the devotion of the Mohammedans for 
Allah. With their slogan: “There is no god but 
Allah, and Mohammed is his prophet,” they fought 
their way by sword and wanton bloodshed through 
Asia, North Africa, and Europe, till stopped at the 
Battle of Tours in 732 by Charles Martel. They 
murdered Christians or forced them to recant, and 
turned Christian churches into Mohammedan 
mosques. Now Communism is overrunning the 
world with its slogan: “There is no god at all— 
except Stalin.” 
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There is no neutrality in Communism. If one 
is only 99 per cent for the party he is regarded 4s 
a traitor. ‘““He that is not with me is against me”’ 
has been adopted by the Communists and ruthlessly 
applied. In fact, there are many things in Com- 
munism that seem to have been adopted from the 
Bible and Christianity. This is not strange, for 
Stalin himself in his youth was a theological sty- 
dent preparing for the priesthood! His name was 
Joseph Dzhugashvilli, which he ‘ater changed to 
Stalin—the man of steel. | 


Communist fanaticism shames us Christians for 
our pale, anemic, luke-warm, half-hearted zeal anid 
devotion to Christ. It may be that God has sent 
us Communism as a thorn in our self-satisfied, conh- 
placent, luxury-loving flesh to wake us up before 
it is too late. 


In Matt. 12:30 Christ said: “He that is not 
with me is against me.” In Luke 9:62 He said: “No 
man having put his hand to the plow and looking 
back is fit for the kingdom of God.” Again in 
Matt. 5:20 He said: “Except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes anid 
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” | 


In the name of Christ, adapting His 
words to our times, I earnestly and solemn- 
ly say to you today: Except your love, zeal, 
loyalty, consecration, and se!f-denying de- 
votion to Christ and His cause shall exceed 
the fanaticism of the Communists in their 
devotion to Stalin and the party, ye shail 
not be able to evangelize the world nor save 
Christianity from utter destruction! | 


Some one has said: ““The one power on earth 
Communism has to fear is an awakened, Spirit- 
filled, totally committed church, ministering to the 
total man in the name and with the compassion of 


Christ.” 


Christ, and Christ alone, can and will lead us to 
victory, but we will have to take the way of the 
Cross, and follow Him all the way to Calvary. 
“If any man would come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his Cross Dairy, and follow 
me,’ Luke 9:23. “These are they that follow the 
LAMB whithersoever He goeth,” Rev. 14:4. And 
as we follow let our earnest supplication ever be: 


‘From prayer that asks that I may be 
Sheltered from winds that beat on Thee, 
From faltering when | should aspire, 
From faltering when | should climb higher, 
From silken self, O Captain, free 
Thy soldier who would follow Thee. 


“From subtle love of softening things, 
From easy choices, weakenings, 
"(Not thus are spirits fortified, 
Not thus went the Crucified ) 
From all that dims Thy Calvary, 
* () Lamb of God deliver me. 
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“Give me the love that leads the way, 
The faith that nothing can dismay, 
The hope that no disappointments tire. 
The passion that will burn like fire, 
Let me not sink to be a clod; 

Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God.” 
—Amy Carmichael. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 12 


Note: The author was missionary in China under 
the Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. from 1917 to 1951, and was 
behind China’s iron curtain for nearly two years. 
This address was first delivered in Oct. 1952. This 
copy was typed on the morning that news of Stalin’s 
stroke came over the radio—March 4, 1953. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Paul’s Conversion At Damascus 


Background Scripture: Acts 7:58 - 8:3; 
9:1-30; 22:1-21; Galatians 1:1; Philippians 
3:4-6. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8. 


This quarter we take up the Life and Letters of Paul. There are some men in the Bible who stand out like 
giamt mountain peaks; one is Moses, the greatest man in the Old Testament, I believe, and another is Paul, the 
greatest man in the New. Just as Moses’ influence was so tremendous upon the Jewish Nation, so was Paul's 
influence in and on the Christian Church. Peter and John, and the other original Apostles, lived and labored 
well, and left their impress upon the Church, but Paul stands out so far above them that he seems almost alone 


—a great mountain peak rising high above all his 
contemporaries and successors. 


Both Paul and Isaiah began their real life's work 
with a vision. Isaiah had his in the Temple, and it 
is described for us in the first verses of Chapter 6 
(Qur Devotional Reading). He saw the Lord, high 
amd lifted up in all His glory and majesty; he saw 
himself and his people in their sin and shame; he 
felt the cleansing touch of the burning coal from off 
the altar; he heard the voice saying, Whom shall | 
send and who will go for us? and answered, Here 
am I, send me. Paul had his vision on the road to 
Damascus. We will consider this later on in our 
study. 

Both Paul and Isaiah were obedient to the heavenly 
vision. No man can be truly great until he has a 
vision; perhaps not as spectacular and specific as 
these men, but a real vision of God; of the unseen, 
but eternal verities. Moses had his vision at the 
burning bush and always endured as seeing the in- 


v 
I. Saul, the Persecutor: 
Acts 7:58-8:3; Philippians 3:4-6 


We get our first glimpse of Saul at the stoning of 
Stephen, one of the first seven deacons, and the first 
martyr. “Then they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one ac- 
cord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned him: 
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young 
man's feet, whose name was Saul.” He seemed to 
take no active part in the stoning, but was present, 
and consenting to his death. Just what impression 
was made on Saul by this event is impossible for us 
to know, but it may have been an entering wedge 
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for the revolution which followed later. Stephen's 
prayer for his enemies, and his words must have left 
some impression on the mind of the young man. 


However this may have been, it did not stop his 
mad persecution, but seems to have even increased 
the intensity of it. “As for Saul, he made havoc of 
the church, entering into every house, and haling men 
and women committed them to prison.” He says of 
himself later,” I am the chief of sinners, because | 
persecuted the church.” 


ll. Saul Converted at 
Damascus. 9:1-30 


His mission to Damascus was to further his bitter 
persecution of the Christians. Not content with 
what he had done in and around Jerusalem, he de- 
sired letters from the high priest—we would call 
them ‘“‘warrants,” I suppose—that he might find any 
of “this Way” and bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
His extreme madness is described in these words, 
“yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter.” 


As he drew near the city a blinding vision struck 
him down to the earth, and he heard a voice saying, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? Notice how 
closely Jesus identifies himself with His people: 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me,” is 
the way He puts it in the Judgment scene in Matthew 
25. It would be well for all persecutors of Christians 
to remember these words. It is no small offence to 
even “offend” one of these little ones that believe in 
me. What.an awful condemnation awaits those who 
have been so bitter in their persecution of Christians 
in all ages! 
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“What wilt thou have me to do? He is ready to 
surrender and obey orders from his new Master. 
Arise and go into the city and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do.” Those who were with him 
stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 
If we compare this with the account in 22:9 there 
appears at first to be a discrepancy, but it is easily 
and simply explained. They heard a voice—a sound 
—but did not understand the words spoken. Wey- 
mouth translates thus: “Now the men that were with 
me, though they saw the light, did not hear the words 
of Him who spoke to me.” In the note at the bottom 
of the page he gives this explanation: “There (9:7, 
26:14) the verb ‘to hear’ is followed by the genitive 
case, here (22:9) by the accusative; an important 
distinction, possibly signifying that they heard a noise, 
but could not distinguish the words. He was told 
part of what he was to do, but was sent to Damascus 
to hear the rest. For three days he was blind, fasting, 
and praying; for a revolution was taking place in his 
mind and heart. 


We now find God doing what He often does; using 
a man to complete the work which He has begun to 
do. The Lord appeared in a vision to Ananias, a 
leader of the Christians in Damascus and tells him 
to seek Saul and carry a message to him. It is not 
surprising that this disciple demurred at first and 
reminded the Lord of what he had heard about Saul. 
“But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.” Ana- 
nias goes, as he is bidden, I am glad that he called 
Saul “Brother” for it shows both his complete faith 
in what God had revealed to him, and also discloses 
his warm heart of love. It might go somewhat 
“against the grain” to call such a man as Saul, 
“Brother,” the first time you met him. Saul recovers 
his sight, is filled with the Holy Ghost, baptized, and 
receiving food, is strengthened. “dad straightway 
he preached Christ in the synagogues, that He is the 
Son of God.” 


God had said, I will show him how great things 
he must suffer for my name's sake, and his suffering 
begins almost immediately, for the Jews took coun- 
sel to kill him, and he had to be let down over the 
wall in a basket. He goes to Jerusalem and tries to 
join the disciples but they were afraid of him. (Who 
can blame them?) Barnabas took him and vouched 
for him and he was accepted by the brethren and 
“spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus,” but 
“they went about to slay him” and he was sent to Tar- 
sus. We see here the beginning of two very im- 
portant things: (1) the friendship between these two 
men, Barnabas and Saul, which played such a large 
part in the spread of the Gospel, and (2) of the 
career of Saul with its many persecutions: he was to 
suffer much for the cause he espoused, and the Christ 
he accepted as Lord and Master. 


Ill. Paul's Defense Before the 
People: Acts 22:1-21 


(Compare this defense with his other similar de- 
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fenses; Before the Council, in Chapter 23; before 
Felix Festus, and Agrippa, in chapters 24, 25, and 26. 
In all of these he had the opportunity of not only 
defending himself, but of bearing testimony to Christ 
and the Gospel. Remember that the Christians were 
“witnesses” and where could a witness bear finer 
testimony than before some tribunal? ) 


Paul is arrested after arriving at Jerusalem on an 
errand of mercy, for he came to bring alms to his 
nation. The brethren received him gladly; he con- 
sulted with James and the elders and reported to 
them particularly what things God had wrought 
among the Gentiles. All seemed to go well for a 
time until Paul following the advice of his friends, 
took four men into the Temple as a sort of “purify- 
ing ritual of the Mosaic law.” Some of the fanatical 
Jews saw him there and accused him of taking 
Greeks into the Temple. They raised an uproar, and 
set about to kill him, but tidings came to the chief 
captain who came with a band of soldiers and res- 
cued him. He asked permission to speak to the 
people, and standing on the stairs he made his de- 
fense before the angry mob. 


It consisted of a brief story of his early life and 
then his conversion on the road to Damascus; prac- 
tically the same story which he repeats several times. 
Some of the greatest sermons are life-stories. Gipsy 
Smith, and Mel Trotter, and Billy Sunday usually 
told the story of their conversions. There is some- 
thing personal and appealing in this kind of wit- 
nessing, and the people “gave audience” to Paul until 
he mentioned the Gentiles; “Depart: for I will send 
thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” As they heard 
this hated word they “lifted up their voices, and said, 
Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not 
fit that he should live.” The chief captain com- 
manded him to be brought into the castie, and bade 
that he be examined by scourging. Saul claimed 
protection as a Roman citizen, and they not only did 
not scourge him, but were afraid because they had 
bound him. Saul’s Roman citizenship was a great 
boon to him in many ways, for it secured just treat- 
ment from the Romans, and the right to appeal to 
Caesar. Thus he was protected, and although kept 
in prison, was allowed certain privileges and could 
write his “Prison Epistles.” He was taken to Caesarea, 
and later to Rome. We often see the hand of Provi- 
dence in His dealings with His servants, and we see 
it in a marvelous way in the life of Paul. 


IV. Paul, The Apostle: 
Galatians 1:1 


“Not of man neither by man, but by Jesus Christ 
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead.” 


How did Paul become an Apostle? Some of his 
enemies claimed that he was not a genuine apostle, 
for he was not one of the original “Twelve,” and 
they claimed, had not seen the Lord. He refutes this 
easily for he had seen the Lord, and his appointment 
was by the Lord. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 12 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Christ To The World Through Me 


WorsHIP SERVICE: 
Hymn: “Am I A Soldier Of The Cross?” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “A Charge To Keep | Have’ 
Scripture: Isaiah 52:1-15 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn: “O Zion Haste, Thy Mission High 
Fulfilling” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

On the wall in Campbell Hall in Columbia 
Theological Seminary there is a bronze plaque that 
reads something like this: ““There is no higher call- 
ing on earth than the gospel ministry.” To this we 
would all agree. Yet we need to be reminded that 
every Christian is called to minister the gospel. ‘The 
word minister means servant, and all are called to 
serve Jesus Christ in the work of sharing with 
others the unsearchable riches of God’s grace in 
Jesus Christ. Let us consider our relation to the 
Lord as a personal matter involving personal re- 
sponsibility to Christ for our service to others. 
“Through me’ is personal! We'll take it that way 
as our first speaker opens our topic for consideration. 


First Speaker 


Our Lord called His disciples one by one. Each 
was chosen and each was called. When He said, 
“Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, 
and ordained (appointed) you | am sure 
that each remembered the time and place of the 
call and appointment as it applied to him. It was 
not a collective proposition, but one that involved 
a personal call. This is important for us to realize 
if our sense of personal responsibility is to be real. 
It isn’t that Christ chooses a group of people, or 
even a congregation. He chooses individuals! He 
has chosen you! He has chosen me! We are one 
body in Christ, but all have not the same office, 
and there are diversities of gifts. “Now ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in particular.’ (1 
Cor. 12:27). Each of us is individually responsible 
to the Lord for our individually appointed task in 
fulfilling the supreme purpose for which all were 
chosen, that of getting the gospel to the ends of 
the earth. It is wonderful to know that Christ has 
selected each one of us for a specific place in His 
program of redemption. It isn’t a question as to 
whether or not we were chosen for a large place, 
or a prominent place, but just to know that we are 
chosen! Each place is of equal importance in God's 
sight, for each part is essential to the whole. Just 
to know that we are chosen of God, privileged to 
have a part in His service; this is enough! 
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PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Surely such a thought should humble our hearts, 
that God should deign to use men to fulfill His 
plan. In the words of the psalmist, “Such thoughts 
are too wonderful for me!” Yet they are for me, 
and tor you, as those who are chosen of God and 
appointed a place of service. This lays a weight of 
responsibility on each of us, and this will be set 
before us by our second speaker. 


Second Speaker 

It is wonderful to know that we are chosen of 
God, but it is well to know for what purpose, and 
Christ has made this purpose plain. “We are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” And what is this work? 
Jesus said, “Go ye . . . preach the gospel to every 
creature.” “This is the work of God, that ye be- 
lieve on Him whom He hath sent.”’ But “how shall 
they believe in‘Him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? and 
how shall they preach, except they be sent’?’? We 
are chosen to serve and are charged with the re- 
sponsibility of getting the good news of salvation 
to the uttermost part of the earth. “We've a story 
to tell to the nations!’’ It is a story of redemption; 
of Him who hung on the cruel tree, bearing in His 
body the sins of the world, that men through faith 
in Him might not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Well we may sing: 

“A charge to keep I have, a God to glorily: 

A never-dying soul to save, and fit it for the sky.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

When we realize how many thousands still are 
lying in the dark prisonhouse of sin, our souls sense 
something of the charge that is ours of carrying the 
message of salvation to them. Surely each of us is 
moved to answer God’s call for workers by saying, 
“Here am I, send me!” Yet how futile our going 
would be if we were dependent upon our own 
strength for the task. Our third speaker has a word 
that will encourage our hearts. 


Third Speaker 

We are chosen of God and charged with the 
responsibility of carrying the message of redemp- 
tion to men, but we must realize that we are only 
channels through which God will work. We are 
not sufficient of ourselves to accomplish anything 
for the Lord. He said, “Without me, ye can do 
nothing.” God works in us, both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure. We are earthen vessels, to 
be cleansed through the blood of Christ and filled 
with the Holy Spirit, that the power of God might 
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flow through us to others. Truly it is Christ to the 
world through me. The branch bears fruit only 
through the life of the vine to which it is joined. 
The light glows in the dark only because of the 
power flowing through the wire with which it is in 
contact. The water flows from the tap only because 
of the reservoir to which it is attached. We have 
no power within ourselves to turn men from dark- 
ness to light; from idols to serve the living and 
true God; from the ways of sin to the ways of God. 
Only as we abide in Christ, letting His power be 
channeled through us, will we accomplish anything 
for God. He is “able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us.’’ He works—through us! 
Jesus said, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work .. . My Father, which dwelleth in me; He 
doeth. the work.” So we who are chosen of Christ 
and charged with the responsibility of doing the 
work of God are dependent not upon ourselves, but 
upon Him who dwells within our hearts. We are 
not sources of power, but simply channels. He does 
the work! He is not dependent upon us; we are 
dependent upon Him.—And He its dependable! 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

“I am willing, Lord, and thou art able.’’ This 
should be the attitude of every believing heart; of 
my heart, and of yours. Each of us, as we have been 
chosen and appointed of Him, should so abide in 
Him that our lives may be channels of blessing. 
Only then may we say, “It is Christ to the world 
through me.” 


Church News 


Memorial To The Rev. 
Anton J. Van Puffelen 


The following resolutions were prepared pursuant 
co the action of the Session of the Independent Pr<s- 
byrerian Church, Savannah, Georgia, on February 


23, 1953: 


Whereas, our Heavenly Father in His infinite love 
and wisdom on January 24, 1953, called unto Him- 
self our beloved pastor, the Rev. Anton J. Van Puffe- 
len, and 


Whereas, Mr. Van Puffelen faithfully served our 
congregation for a period of two years, January, 1951 
to January, 1953, during which time he unreservedly 
gave of himself, ministering to the spiritual needs of 
the members, his loving counsel being valued and 
sought by all who knew him, and 


Whereas, our Church has been illuminated, souls 
saved, and Christians strengthened during the self- 
sacrificing ministry of Mr. Van Puffelen, therefore 
be it resolved: 


That we, the Session, the Trustees, the Board of 
Deacons, and the members of the Independent Pres- 
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byterian Church, express our thanksgiving to God 
for his life, his abiding faith, and his Christian char- 
acter, 


That we express to his family our deep sympathy 
with them in their loss, 


That a copy of these resolutions be spread on the 
minutes of the Session, a copy be sent to his family, 
and a copy be sent to the Christian Observer and 
the Presbyterian Journal. 


The Resolution Committee: 


Fred C. Debele, Chairman, 
Noye H. Nesbit, 
L. Newell Turner. 


Rev. Archie Glenn McKee, B.S., B.D. 


A New Assistant 


For Dr. Lacy 
Rev. Archie Glenn McKee, a Hoge Fellowship 


graduate of Union Seminary, of Richmond, Va., 
has been appointed Assistant to President Ben R. 
Lacy, of U. T. S. Mr. McKee is from Mississippi, 
having received from Mississippi State College the 
degree of B. S.-Chemical Engineer, and from U. T. 
S. last year the degree of B. D. He has served in 
the U. S. Army abroad, with rank of Captain. He 
was student worker in Mississippi State College in 
1947-48, Executive Secretary of Government Street 
Church, Mobile, Ala., 1949, and has been duly 
licensed as a Presbyterian Minister. 
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Women’s Work 


From Strength To Strength 
The Waiting Mary 


Wait on the Lord. It is early, before day, before it 
is physically safe for anyone in those days, much less 
a woman to be abroad, but Mary Magdelene is out. 
It is the third day, and she has prepared more oint- 
ments for the body of her beloved Lord. 


She comes to the tomb and it is open. She knows 
something is wrong. She hastens back to the village 
to friends, Peter and John. They all ran to the se- 
pulcher. John arriving first and it being light now, 
stoops and looks in. Then comes Peter, who does not 
stop, but goes in to be sure what has happened. They 
see the grave clothes as they were left by the risen 
Lord. Mary is waiting outside: We are not told 
what was said then—only John says that they knew 
not the scripture, that he must rise again. 


John and Peter go home. Mary stands without and 
waits. Just loving and hurting and holding her of- 
fering which is seemingly useless now. Waiting for 
what? The men do not wait. They go about their 
business, but Mary waits, her heart overflowing with 
love, and her eyes streaming with tears. Waiting, 
and she stoops to look in, and sees what John and 
Peter, in their haste, missed. Two angels sitting, who 
speak kindly to her. Now she sees a man near her. 
She knows him not but still meekly waiting she asks 
him where her Lord has been laid. And feeling great 
strength she says, I will take him away. Then the 
loving, waiting Mary is blessed by being the first to 
see the Risen Lord, and to hear Him speak the beau- 
tiful words: “Go say to my brethren that I ascend to 
my Father, and your Father, to my God, and your 
God.” The waiting Mary, the first to be told GO, 
carry my Good News. 


—lIrene F. (Mrs. L. A.) McCall. 
Florence, S. C. 


“And The People 
Stood Beholding”’ 


These words, from the Gospel according to Luke, 
were spoken of those who were witnesses to the most 
somber scene in all of history—the Crucifixion. Al- 
though most of them knew it not, before them there 
on the cross, between two thieves, hung the Holy 
Son of God, pouring out His blood for the redemp- 
tion of sinners of all time. To these this occasion was 
not very different from others which had gone be- 
fore. Indeed, to them Jesus was just one of three 
malefactors who had undoubtedly received a just 
recompense for their deeds. True it was that He had 
said He was the Son of God and He had made a fan- 
tastic statement, “Destroy this temple and in three 
days I will raise it up.” But these things could not be 
for He had come to an ignominious end on the cross, 
put to death as a common criminal. 
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And so, these, in idle curiosity, stood beholding, 
seeing but a man and not “The lamb of God Who 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 


Present on that occasion, were the rulers, who, in 
looking upon Him, derided Him, saying, “He saved 
others; let Him save Himself, if He be Christ.” To 
them He was only an object of scorn. The Son of 
God indeed! Why then was He hanging upon a 
cross? 


Then there were the Roman soldiers who, looking 
upon Him, mocked Him and cried, “If thou be the 
King of the Jews, save thyself.” 


Even one of the thieves which were crucified with 
Him, railed on Him saying, “If thou be Christ, save 
Thyself and us.” 


Poor blinded eyes! To them the glorious meaning 
of the cross was hidden because they believed not! 


But then there was the other thief who also looked 
upon Jesus and beheld in Him his Saviour and his 
Lord for he said, “Lord, remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom.” And Jesus, seeing his 
faith, spoke those wonderful words, “Today shalt thou 
be with me in paradise.” 


There was one other of whom Luke speaks here 
who looked upon Jesus and “seeing all that was done, 
glorified God, saying “certainly this was a righteous 
man.” Matthew says of the centurion that he cried, 
“Truly this was the Son of God!” 


All of these stood beholding Jesus upon the cross 
but only two with saving faith. 


Beholding is not enough! We must behold and 
believe! We must believe in Jesus as our Saviour and 
receive Him into our hearts by faith. 


In a very real sense we all must come to Calvary 
and witness the Crucifixion scene, there to behold 
the Son of God upon the tree. 


Have you walked the Calvary Road and, behold- 
ing, believed? ©—Louise (Mrs. J. N.) Morris. 


Re: Relief Clothing For Korea 


Dear Friends in the Homeland: 


This is a cold winter morning with the air full of 
snow and a very damp cold wind blowing, but many 
hundreds of people are made warmer and happier 
these days because of your help. The “rolled band- 
ages,’ gauze pads, absorbent cotton, etc., have all been 
taken to the “R. M. Wilson Leprosy Colony” for serv- 
ice, and the parcels of used clothing have been given 
out to the needy, and many are so grateful to God 
and to our good Christian friends in the United 
States and Canada these cold days for their loving 
help, in this time of sorrow and suffering through- 
out Korea. There is very little heat in the homes this 
winter, due to the scarcity of fuel, and the lack of 
money to buy what is available, and the end is not 
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in sight. Therefore, your gifts at this time fill a 
great need, and are evidences to the Koreans of your 
love to Christ, as well as to His “little ones.” In the 
name of the Korean people whom you have helped, 
I want to thank you, one and all. 


Now a word to those who are interested in send- 
ing more “used clothing.” The need is almost limit- 
less, and anything you can spare, whether light or 
heavy clothing, can be put to good use. There are 
two exceptions: Please do not send women’s hats or 
high heeled shoes. Any kind of dress, or other cloth- 
ing, men’s hats, ties, underwear, men’s suits (very 
scarce), shirts, sox, children’s clothing of every sort, 
etc., are needed. Please write name and address clear- 
ly on the tag and on the parcel im ink, and state 
whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss. Then we can write you. 


I am glad to help from this end of the line your 
labor of love for Korea. You need not have your 
parcels insured, just send by regular “International 
Parcel Post”, wrapped well and compact, and marked, 
“Relief Clothing,” or “Gift Parcel for Yosu Leper 
Colony”, as the case may be, value low, and address 
to me as follows: “Rev. E. T. Boyer, Chulla Namdo, 
Soonchun, Korea.” Do not use APO address for let- 
ters, parcels, or anything, as I live a long distance 
from Pusan, and mail would not reach me, but be 
lost. Parcels have been coming through well and 
without duty charges. We are especially in need of 
“Aspirin” and Worm Medicine, such as “Santonin” 
tablets. Thanks to all for your help. These parcels 
as well as your prayers are greatly appreciated .. . 
We'll be grateful for your help throughout this year. 


Fraternally yours, 
Elmer T. Boyer. 


I Have A Stewardship Of 
My Church History 


All stewardship is a challenge. All stewardship 
involves having a worth while possession; it requires 
that it be preserved; it demands that it be cherished; 
above all it must be kept sacred and secure. And to 
make it effective and useful its advantages must be 
shared, while we still hold on to its enrichment of 
our own lives. 


For our church history of which we hold the stew- 
ardship we are indebted to the great number of 
women and men who have made it and have lived it 
through the generations, to those who have lived and 
died for its truths and in support of its principles. 
Priceless as this heritage is it has cost us personally 
far less than many of our other possessions, either 
material or spiritual. 


To keep this stewardship secure, to know it for 
its value to ourselves and to the world we have to 
research and to delve into records to increase its 
power to help the church and the world to know its 
worth. We have to search to find out just what was 
the price paid for all our blessings of brotherhood 
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and sisterhood in Christ, these blessings that we so 
blithely accept as our due. 


When we know church history it becomes doubly 
our duty to guard it and to impart knowledge of it 
to others. 


The chief captain of the guard said to Paul, “With 
a great price | obtained this freedom.” He implied 
an important question as to how this seemingly in- 
significant prisoner claimed such a boon as Roman 
citizenship. In reply Paul made one of the proudest 
statements of all history, “But I was free born.” 


This historical statement indicts us on several 
counts. We, too, were born free to a Christian cit-+ 
izenship greater even than that of Paul, for he added 
to it immeasurably. And we owe a debt to those 
who lived our history, who left it to us freely al- 
though they bought it literally with “dungeon, fire 
and sword.” 


Not only do we owe appreciation of this priceless 
gift and have the duty to preserve and uphold it. 
We owe yet another accounting of our stewardship 
to posterity and to those around us who also accept 
unknowingly the lavish gift of the history of our 
church and of our women’s work. 


It presses upon us the duty of outgiving, of pre- 
paring our history in such a way that it will challenge 
and inspire youth; that it will add to the sum of 
human knowledge of a past that is not only glorious 
in retrospect but shines as a beacon light for our 
future. So we must spur ourselves to this work of 
preserving a worthy tT in a sacred cause 
and preparing it for the use of other seekers after 
truth. 


We are greatly blessed to have in our Historical 
Foundation at Montreat a suitable and effective _ 
to gather and store the records that have come 
to us through the years. More than 600 volumes of 
manuscript there attest the fact that many of our 
women have been busy in this corner of our Master's 
vineyard, and their work challenges us to go on and 
on with it. More and more careful work is needed 
in this sharing of a precious stewardship, for we are 
told that ‘today’s news is tomorrow’s history,” a fact 
that makes us realize that our currently made history 
grows in meaning and value. 


It is a testimony that we are privileged to give as 
a witness. It is a high calling of evangelism as pro- 
phets when we make here a clear affirmation of our 
faith as attested by our history as a church and as 
keepers of the continued story of our women’s work. 
It is a stewardship of value in our lives and blessed 
are those women who thus “spread the tidings.” 


—lIla Earle (Mrs. W. T.) Fowler. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Gospel By Air 


Deep in the heart of Old Mexico there is a pilot 
who loads 5,000 Gospels into a tiny silver airplane 
and, with the prayers of his co-workers in “Beth- 
ania,” he takes off in the early morning on a drop- 
ping mission to the natives living in isolated moun- 
‘ain villages. These villages are often found at the 
hte of gorges with sheer cliffs on either side, no 
toads leading into them. And our pilot swoops the 

lane as low as 100 feet above the rooftops to de- 
osit the Word of God at the feet of the lost. Many 
of these people have never heard of salvation 
through Christ. As a result thousands (in some 
cases, whole villages) are turning to the Lord. The 
pilot — Gerald “Cork” Dugan; the airplane — a 
small two-seater; the airport—nothing but a rocky 
road curving over a hillside; the monthly quota— 
50,000 Gospels! 


—From Bible Society Record. 


Easter Soliloquy 


Once in a garden, in a wood, 

My Lord, the Saviour Jesus stood ; 
Then, kneeling, in His last great prayer, 
Poured out a heart of burdened care. 


What passion marked Messiah’s face 
That mortal man can ne'er embrace, 
Nor comprehend the sacrifice 

Of Him wo paid the utmost price: 


How trite the words of poets seem 

Who strive to sketch life’s purest Stream, 
‘The Foundation of Eternity— 

The One who died for you and me. 


—R. Ross Parkhill. 


Take Your Choice ... For Only $5.00 


The Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination 
By Loraine Boettner 


(Regular Price $4.50) 
And Any TWO Of The Following Books 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Christ - The Bread Of Life . ($2.50) 
Christ - The Hope Of Glory ($3.00) 
| Our Lord . ($3.00) 
| Who Say Ye That I Am? ($2.50) 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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BOOKS WHICH WILL HELP YOU 
IN THE STUDY OF THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING TO MARK 


The Gospel Of Mark 


By Charles R. Erdman 
$1.50 Postpaid 


Dr. Erdman says the purpose of these outline 
studies is to aid in fixing the thought upon 
the successive, swiftly changing scenes of the 
story, in order to arouse deeper devotion to 
the Master and to inspire wider 
service in His Name. 


The Gospel According To Mark 


By G. Campbell Morgan 


(350 Pages) 
$3.50 Postpaid 


Consisting of thirty of this inimitable author’s 
sermons, preached consecutively to his con- 
gregation in Westminster Chapel, London. 
The reader will be able to swiftly, but with 
keen and alert interest, move with Jesus of 
Nazareth through the wonderful crowded 
years of His more public ministry. 


The Biblical Illustrator 
On Mark 


Edited By Joseph S. Exell 
$4.95 Postpaid 


One of the 57 volumes in this great library of 
Bible Commentaries. There are 741 pages 
containing a wealth of informing and illumi- 
nating comments on Mark’s Gospel gathered 
from the world’s most famous Bible scholars. 


Letters To Young Churches 


By J. B. Phillips 
$2.75 Postpaid 


An attractive translation of the New Testa- 
ment Epistles in modern speech, in a homey, 
down-to-earth style. The Introduction is by 
C. S. Lewis, the Author of 
“‘Screwtape Letters.”’ 


These Books Can Be Had Promptly 
By Ordering From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE NORTH CAROLINA 
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REMEMBER 


OUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COLLEGES 
ON NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE DAY — APRIL 19 


As we meet for prayer for our colleges on this special 
day, let us think on these things: 


. Christian colleges need the intelligent and sub- 
stantial support of church members. 


. . . Christian colleges need students from church 
families. 


. . . The youth of our own churches should be en- 
couraged to attend Presbyterian church col- 
leges and, if necessary, be provided with scholar- 


ships. 


Let us pray for wisdom and strength so to fulfill our obli- 
gation to Christ and His Church through higher education 
that the program may be strengthened and enlarged to 
meet the demands of today and tomorrow. 


Senior Colleges President Lecation 
Wallace M. Alston Decatur, Ga. 
Arkansas ...Paul McCain Batesville, Ark. 
Austin . ...W. B. Guerrant Sherman, Texas 
Belhaven seceeeveeeee T. Gillespie . Jackson, Miss. 
Centre erate ....Walter A. Groves Danville, Ky. 
Davis and Elkins R. B. Purdum ........ Elkins, W. Va. 
Marshal! Woodson ..... Red Springs, N. C. 
Edgar G. Gammon Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
ft. T. L. Liston Bristol, Tenn. 
Frank B. Lewis Staunton, Va. 
J. R. McGregor ..... Montreat, N. C. 
Presbyterian ....... Marshall W. Brown Clinton, S. C. 
Queens . Chariton C. Jernigan Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern .. Peyton N. Rhodes Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman .......... ESE Sam Burney Hay Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
William W. Hall Fulton, Mo. 
Junior Colleges 

Lees-Mc Rae leteher Nelson Banner Elk, N. C. 
* John Montgomery Statesville, N. C. 
William C. Pressly Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior . C. LaMotte Maxton, N. C. 
Andrew Edington Kerrville, Texas 
Theological Seminaries 

Austin . David L. Stitt Austin, Texas 
Columbia Theological cctttttttwwwe MeDowell Richards Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville Presbyterian F. H. Caldwell .... Louisville, Ky. 
Union Theological Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. Richmond, Va. 
Assembly’s Traiming School ....cciieewccce..002...... H. Wade DuBose Richmond, Va. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


P.O. Box 1176 


Hunter B. Blakely ... Secretary Richmond 9, Va. 
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